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Overview

— Arelic from the past quietly stowed away in the middle of a booming metropolis,
An artifact of Americas Justice system and the in the deep souths Historic prison
system. The Atlanta Prison farm was an experiment starting in the early 20"
century with a very blurry past and uncertain history. One of the most interesting
and well-kept secrets of Atlanta’s past can be found just north of Ellenwood, GA.
This is The “old” Atlanta Prison farm.

Early History

During the height of the civil The Atlanta council proposed buying the massive piece of
property the Prison sits on roughly 150 acres which was originally supposed to be used as a
cemetery, the resolution to do so never passed. The following year the field played a large
role in the deadly battle of Atlanta. In the years following the deadly battlefield passed
back into the hands of private ownership. Until the federal government purchased the
land to build a POW camp in 1917 which also fell through until the Federal Penitentiary in
Atlanta purchased the property in 1918 and build under the leadership of first warden “Pet
Fry”. Fry named the experiment “The honor farm” as the idea was there would be no
armed guards or barbed wire fencing to keep low risk prisoners from escaping. Instead
the guards would be experts in agriculture.
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Hay Day

Over the years the small honor experiment Grew in numbers and production and

the farm had crops on all of the land which had now grown to over 300 acers, the

Prisoners loved the farm as they were able to learn new skills and we able to grow enough

crops and milk to sustain themselves and send crops back to the main penitentiary. The

prime time of the prison was around 1950, after that the history begins to get shady, the

City of Atlanta purchased the property and federal prison operations stopped.

Final Days

After the city of Atlanta purchased the property all federal prisoners were
moved out and replaced with state prisoners, and as history shows us state
run prisons are ran much poorly than federal institutions. Farming on the
property ceased and many complaints were filed for poor health conditions
with prisoners. Soon after in 1966 the prison was closed. Since then the
property has shifted from government hands to private landowners several
times. Fires and mother nature have taken their toll on the ruins, but the
main structures still stand and can be seen today. The city of Atlanta has
recently purchased the property and has stopped all people from coming
and seeing the property, to do so is now trespassing. If you care to take the
risk of going to jail or running into the rumored Ghost that inhabit the
property you can visit the site at any time. 1402 Key Rd, ATL, GA, 30316.
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